
Quarterly Update

2015 Annual Investor Meeting

IntelliFarms CEO Todd Sears was the keynote speaker at our 
annual meeting and luncheon held on Friday, December 11th. 
IntelliFarms, an international company is headquartered in Archie, 
Missouri. It designs and manufactures state of the art farm 
management tools and Web services that enable farmers to better 
manage their activities and resources. It was recently recognized as 
the 1300th fastest growing company in America by Inc. magazine.

Todd discussed the firm's business model and activities and noted 
the impact of agribusiness on the regional, state and national 
economy and IntelliFarm’s decision to base their business in 
Archie. Notably, Todd indicated that in addition to providing direct 
employment to area citizens, over 85% of IntelliFarms products are 
produced in America----many of them in Missouri.

Todd Sears, Intelliair

4th Quarter ‘15

Mayor Jeff Davis Joins KCADC Board of Directors 

In October, Belton Mayor Jeff Davis was welcomed to the Kansas City 
Area Development Council Board of Directors for the 2015-2016 
board year. Davis will serve as a community representative.

The Kansas City Area Development Council (KCADC) is a private, 
nonprofit organization charged with representing the economic 
interests of the entire two-state, 18-county region of Greater Kansas 
City. For nearly 40 years, its mission has been to brand the KC region 
as one product to stimulate economic growth and to enhance 
awareness of the metro’s assets to create positive perceptions.

KCADC board members serve limited terms on a rotating basis - one 
year for community representatives and two years for corporate 
representatives. Each year the KCADC board of directors elects new 
board members to replace those completing their service.

The City of Belton, City of Raymore and the Cass County Corporation 
for Economic Development are all members of the KCADC.

CCCED 2016 Calendar

January
20 Cass County League of Cities Meeting - Harrisonville
29 CCCED 2016 Strategic Planning Session - Peculiar, MO
29 CCCED/CCCC 2015 State Legislative Kick-off Luncheon - 

Peculiar, MO
29 KCADC ED Alliance Meeting - Kansas City, MO

February
 4 KCADC Quarterly Investor Meeting - Kansas City, MO
8-9 MEDC Winter Conference - Jefferson City, MO
26 KCADC ED Alliance Meeting – Kansas City, MO

March
17 CCCED Board Meeting - Lake Winnebago, MO
17 CCCED Q1 Investor Meeting - Lake Winnebago, MO



New Logo, New Website

CCCED  To Host 2016 State Legislature Kickoff 
Luncheon

The CCCED will host a 2016 Missouri General Assembly Kick Off Luncheon to 
discuss key legislative issues with Cass County’s Missouri General Assembly 
delegation on January 29th at the Lion’s Club in Peculiar, Missouri.  The 
luncheon will begin at 12:00 Noon.   

The 2016 session begins on January 6 and will be set against the backdrop 
of a national election season culminating in November.  The session is 
expected to see action on a range of issues to include transportation 
funding, ethics reform, photo I.D. voter registration, healthcare and 
education.  The luncheon will provide an opportunity to discuss the pace and 
tenor of the first few weeks of the new session as well as allow for some 
prognostication from our elected officials regarding the course of action for 
the remaining months of the session.

The Cass County Corporation for Economic Development has a new logo 
and a new website.  Please check out www.ccced.org and provide us your 
feedback.  We have organized the site around Resource/Partners, Site 
Selection/Workforce, Communities, News/Events, and Organization.

Special thanks to KCPL for their financial support in developing the new 
site. 

KCADC Showcase

A Cass County Showcase with the Kansas City Area Development 
Council (KCADC) was hosted by the CCCED on October 12th at 
Raymore City Hall.  The Showcase was well attended by the KCADC 
Senior Management team as well as Cass County stakeholders that 
included our area mayors, municipal administrators, and the County 
Commission. The Showcase included a presentation on Cass County 
priority development sites and an opportunity to share information 
regarding the diversity, virtues and amenities to be found in our 
various communities. 

 The presentation was followed by a reception that featured some 
dramatic baseball playoff viewing of the Royals stirring come from 
behind win against the Houston Astros in Game 4; an eventual 9-6 
win by the Boys in Blue.

Bob Marcusse, President of the KCADC, had this to say in an email 
following the Showcase:

Bill,

Our entire team came away from the meeting yesterday very excited 
about the future of Cass County and the role that we can play as a 
member of the team.  It’s wonderful to know that the product is there, 
the will is there and a spirit of cooperation that puts the customer first 
is there too.

Cass County will be an increasingly important part of our KC region.  
We will all remember yesterday as one of those milestone 
days….certainly because of the improbable come from behind victory 
for the Royals but more importantly….for the showcasing of the new 
Cass County.

We are proud to be on your team!

Bob and all your KCADC partners

Please also take a moment to “Like” our Facebook 
page, ‘Cass County Corporation for Economic 
Development’ and begin receiving CCCED social media 
updates and announcements.

Post-Showcase Celebration of Royals Win

http://www.ccced.org


2015 Investors
• City of Archie • City of Belton • City of Drexel
• City of Garden City • City of Harrisonville • City of Lake Winnebago

• City of Peculiar • City of Peculiar • City of Pleasant Hill

• City of Raymore • Cass County • Hawthorn Bank
• Community Bank of Raymore/Peculiar • Cook, Flatt, & Strobel Engineers • White Goss
• Welborn Food Center • Country Club  Bank • Osage Valley Electric Cooperative

• Piper Jaffray & Co. • Gillmore & Bell • Cass County Regional Medical Center
•Commerce Bank •CASCO •KCPL
•Belton School District #124 •Christie Development Association • Worldwide Steel Buildings
• Bartlett & West • Bushyhead LLC • Church & Dwight
• Garden City Plastics • GBA • ICF Industries
• Intellifarms • Lead Bank • Williams & Campo
• Metropolitan Community College

Investor’s Report
We want to thank all of our 2015 Investors for their support of the organization’s activities in Cass County. We value and 
appreciate their leadership on economic development issues and look forward to a continuation of our partnership in 2016.

Investor Renewal Notices for 2016 were mailed in December and we are solicitous of new members.  In fact, it is our 
intention to build upon the successful public private partnership model for the organization by growing our private sector 
investor participation in the organization by 50% in the coming year.  A BIG ‘Thank You’ to 2015 Investors who have 
already reinvested for 2016 — City of Garden City, Community Bank of Raymore/Peculiar/Harrisonville, 
Country Club Bank, Lead Bank, Osage Valley Electric Cooperative, and Piper Jaffray & Co.

In 2016, a major focus for the CCCED will be workforce development in Cass County and building upon our initial efforts 
this year to bring together the education, business, civic and political sectors of the county to create an action plan to meet 
the job retention and expansion needs of our businesses as well as create new career paths for Cass County students and 
job seekers.  As part of this effort we intend to seek the designation of Cass County as a certified Missouri WorkReady 
Community. 

The CCCED will continue our efforts to support sound public policy and look again to host investor luncheon meetings 
with our Cass County federal and state legislative delegation to gain insight and learn of issues impacting businesses in 
our community. We also plan to sponsor a “Cass County Day” at our State Capitol during the 2016 session of the 
Missouri General Assembly.

Another major goal for the year will be the development of a new Cass County marketing brochure that will emphasize the 
“One Cass County” approach of CCCED and hone our tools and endeavors to reach potential new investors in our 
communities.

Interested persons or firms should contact William H. Brown, billbrownspectrum@gmail.com,  (816) 877-1450,  to discuss 
membership in the organization.  A Business membership annual fee is $750 but a new membership feature in 2016 is the 
“Premier” option which for an additional $250 provides the opportunity to feature your organization by having your logo 



Executive Committee

Chair Jeff davis Mayor, City of Belton
Vice Chair Richard Scharfen Mayor, City of Lake Winnebago
Secretary Holly Stark Mayor, City of Peculiar
Treasurer Andy Cooper Community Bank of Raymore-Peculiar-Harrisonville

Board of Directors

Andy Underwood Superintendent, Belton School District 124
BRian Hasek Mayor, City of Harrisonville
Jim Welborn Welborn Thriftway
John VanGorkom Mayor, City of Pleasant Hill
Jeff Cox Presiding Commissioner, Cass County
Derreck Copsey Church & Dwight Co., Inc.
Mark Dawson                        KCPL

Ex Officio (Past CCCED Chairs)

Darold Shelton Country Club Bank
Todd Goffoy Piper Jaffray
Juan Alonzo
Gary Mallory Government Professional Services Management
Peter Kerckhoff Mayor, City of Raymore

The future of CCCED is an exciting one and we are pleased to announce 
the team that will provide the leadership for the organization’s 
efforts in 2016.  It represents a dynamic balance of both the public and 
private sectors that are necessary for successful economic 
development activities.

2016 CCCED Board of Directors

The CCCED will be led by a new Chair in 2016 with Mayor Jeff Davis of Belton succeeding Raymore Mayor Peter Kerckhoff.  
Joining the Board of Directors in 2016 will be Andy Underwood, Superintendent of the Belton School District #124.  
Underwood will take the place of Chris Lang, CEO, Cass Regional Medical Center.  A big thanks to both Mayor Kerckhoff and 
Chris Lang for their contributions to the CCCED the past two years.


